
          

 

Nepenthe Community News 
 
 
Nepenthe Annual Election 
 

We are happy to announce that we have four 
candidates running for election with three 
Director Seats to fill this year.  The candidates 
running are: 
 

Richard Coombs 
Marcia Britton-Gray, MD 
Otis Turner 
William Vizzard  
  

The candidate’s statements are attached.  
Residents will have an opportunity to meet and 
ask questions of the candidates at Candidates 
Night, which will be held Monday, April 25th 
from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM at the Nepenthe 
Clubhouse. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
Annual Election for the Nepenthe Board of 
Directors is scheduled for Monday, May 23rd, 
6:30 PM at the Nepenthe Clubhouse. Ballots 
will be sent out to residents no later than April 18th. It is a privilege and the right of each 
Nepenthe resident to participate in this process by casting their vote. Ballots must be 
received via mail at the Clubhouse by Sunday May 22nd or in person at the Clubhouse 
by Monday, May 23rd no later than 6:30 PM. 
 
Please remember that your vote is critical to the success of the election process at 
Nepenthe. 25% (148) of the 590 Nepenthe homeowners must vote for the election to be 
valid. Failure to achieve the 25% number would result in costly re-mailings to the 
community. Please be sure to exercise your right and cast your vote in this year’s 
election.  
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Manager’s Message 

Hello All, 
 

My name is Shellie Lavalsiti, and I am your new 
Community Manager at Nepenthe.  I come to you with 
over 20-years of experience working in the private 
sector as a Commercial Property Manager. I am 
excited to jump into the coordination and management 
of the various reserve projects at Nepenthe as well as 
provide in-depth oversight of the existing contracts.  
 
My goals and interests lie in providing efficiency and 
cost-savings measures to the community while 
enhancing your enjoyment and long-term return on 
your investment. 
 
When not at work you can find me hanging out with my 

family and two labs at the park or in our Coleman trailer near Ione.  Thank you for 
allowing me be apart of your community at Nepenthe! 

 

  

Celebrating a Birthday… 
Ione Bradley who has lived at Nepenthe since 1983 
is celebrating her 100th birthday on April 6th       

                                        
Happy Birthday Ione!    

                                         

                                                   

 

 
Financial Committee Announcement 
Carol Duke and Bob Emslie who have served on our Financial Committee, have 
announced their departure. We thank both of them for all their time and efforts while 
serving the community. 
 
 
 

The Clubhouse is Closed for Easter Sunday   
 

In observance of Easter Sunday, the Clubhouse will be closed on Sunday, April 24th.        

 
COMMUNITY 

CORNER 
 



Back in the Pool  
 

Summer is near, which means the pool heaters will be turned back on mid-April.  To 
assist in encouraging all residents in enjoying the pool amenities this summer, please 
take a moment to review the pool rules. The rules for the pool use are displayed in the 
form of a sign at each pool.  Also, please make certain that your children and guests  
know and follow the rules.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Financials Update 

February 2011 Financial Summary 

 

Assessment and Cash Summary 

Monthly 

Assessment 

Budget 

Current Month 

Assessment Received 

Operating 

Cash  

Balance 

$238,905 $240,041 $180,162 

 

Operating Expense Summary 

Monthly  

Budget 

Current Month 

Expenses 

Year to Date 

Budget 

Year to Date  

Expenses 

$102,962 $105,050 $205,924 $203,389 

 

                                   Reserve Summary 

Monthly 

Contribution 

Budget 

Current 

Month 

Contribution 

Actual 

Current 

Month 

Expenses 

Year  

To Date 

Contributions 

Year 

To Date 

Expenses 

Year 

To Date 

Balance 

$136,443 $138,579 $28,652 $272,886 $38,553 $1,825,061 

 

 

March 28, 2011 Board Action Items 
 

Dunbarton Cabana Renovations 

The Dunbarton Cabana Renovations have been approved.  
Room for Improvement (RFI) has been selected as the 
designer. Management will be meeting with RFI to select 
final finishes and appliances which will be presented to the   
 Board at the upcoming Meeting this month.  

 



Landscaping – Planting Lists  

 The spring planting and site remediation lists have been approved for installation 
this month.  Many of you have seen a crew out walking the community fine-tuning the 
planting lists.  Trees for removal due to illness and/or causing upheaval of home 
foundations as well as tree replacements were also reviewed and are pending pricing 
and Board approval. 

Paving          

Please be advised that Management is working toward resolving paving issues in Zone 
1 (work completed in 2009) and on Elmhurst Circle (work completed in 2010) with the 
Contractors. We too are moving forward on the 2011 paving schedule with sites to be 
identified by next month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AT YOUR SERVICE 

MERIT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

 

    Security Bulletin 

                The neighborhood Watch Program is off to a great start!  Many                                 
residents have signed up to be Neighborhood Watch (NW) Captains, but 
we still need more (there is a map at the Nepenthe office that shows 
which alleys we still need NW Captains). 
 
Our goal is to have one NW Captain for every alley in Nepenthe.  One of 
the main responsibilities of a NW Captain is to be the central contact for 
your alley and to pass on information regarding safety issues. For more 
information on the NW program, or about becoming a NW Captain, 
please contact Rene Husakow at 567-1972 or email her at 
lillynme@att.net. There is also a sign-up sheet in the Nepenthe Office. 
 
To help promote safety, starting in May we will be featuring a “Safety Tip 
of the Month” in the Nepenthe Newsletter.  Also we have ordered NW 
window stickers for those who want one.  Please contact the Nepenthe 
office after April 10th to pick up a sticker. 
 

…Don’t be the victim of a crime.  Help prevent one and become a 

NW Captain Today… 

mailto:lillynme@att.net


AT YOUR SERVICE 
MERIT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

 
Weekdays:  9:00a.m. – 6:00p.m. 

Weekends:  10:00a.m. – 2:00p.m. 
 

Nepenthe Management Office:   929-8380 

  Community Manager:     Shellie Lavalsiti  slavalsiti@meritpm.com 
  Associate Community Manager:  Sue Frazee sfrazee@meritpm.com 
  Assistant Administrator:    Debbie Tiscareno nepenthe@meritpm.com 
  Maintenance:      Roger Work  

Merit Regional Office:   608-3068 
Merit HOA Emergency Hotline:  (888) 596-4984 – Toll free 24 hrs. 
Merit Billing:  (800) 428-5588 (press extension 5 at anytime to bypass the message) 
 
Capital Private Patrol Service:  447-8500 
 
Electrical Outages:  Call SMUD’s toll free number (888) 456-SMUD to report 
 
Nepenthe Insurance:  John O. Bronson Company 

 General questions – Rob McVicar  480-4138 

 Flood insurance questions – Irene Sabourin  480-4146 

 Property and liability insurance requests – Ricio Leon  480-4134 
 

Board Members: 
  (The Board meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 4

th
 Monday of the month in the Clubhouse) 

 Randy Friedman, President 

 Liza Tafoya, Vice President 

 Judy Semerjian, Secretary 

 Barbara Stromick, Treasurer 

 Bill Newbill, Member-at-Large 
 

Committee Chairs: 

 Architectural Review – Dave Digardi  
(Meets at 9:30 a.m. on the 2

nd
 Saturday of the month in the Clubhouse) 

 Elections – Yvonne Del Biaggio 

 Finance – Marcie Mortensson 
(Meets at 6:45 p.m. on the 2

nd
 Thursday of the month in the Clubhouse) 

 Grounds – Ivan Gennis 
(Meets at 4:00 p.m. on the 2

nd
 Thursday of the month in the Clubhouse) 

 Insurance – Bill Newbill 

 Nominating/Outreach – Nicki Shearer 
(Meets at 5:00 p.m. on the 1

st
 Thursday of the month in the Clubhouse) 

 Social –  
(Meets at 5:00 p.m. on the 2

nd
 Wednesday of the month in the Clubhouse) 
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April 2011 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 1 2 

Private Party 
5:00pm–11:00pm 

3 4 

3:00 PM 

Chi Gong/ 

Tai Chi Class 

5 

9:30 AM 

Yoga Class 

All Level 

6   7 

5:00 PM 

Outreach/  

Nominating 

Committee 

8 9       9:30 AM 

Architectural 

Review  

Private Party 
2:00pm–7:00pm 

 

10 

Private Party 
10:00am–4:00pm 

11             

 3:00 PM 

Chi Gong/ 

Tai Chi Class 

12 

9:30 AM 

Yoga Class 

All Level 

13 

5:00 PM 

Social 

Committee 

14    4:00 PM 

Grounds 

Committee 

6:45 PM  

Finance 

Committee 

15 16 

17 18 

3:00 PM 

Chi Gong/ 

Tai Chi Class 

Ballots 

Mailed 

19 
9:30 AM Yoga 

Class  All Level 

1:30PM Book 

Club 

6-8PM 

 

 

20 21 

6:45 PM 

Finance 

Committee 

22 

Earth Day 

 

 

23 

24 
 

Easter Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

25 
5:30pm-6:30pm 

Candidate’s 

Night             

6:30pm – 

Board Meeting 

26 
9:30 AM 

Yoga Class 

All Level 

27 28 

Private Party 
1:00pm–4:30pm 

29 30 



 



 

 



 

 



 


